in the plain of Marathon by Soteriades, Pritchett and others.3 They have never been illustrated or even adequately described or evaluated.
I came upon these ruins by chance several years ago and was immediately impressed by the Ionic capital which, in spite of being badly damaged and only partly visible (Pls. 31,c, 33,b), was clearly of monumental proportions and late archaic style. Further investigations seemed indicated, and the owners of the property, Mr. Nikos K. Konstantinides and his brothers, generously gave their consent. The Archaeological Service gave the necessary permission to clear the visible remains and work was carried on in collaboration with Mr. Verdelis, the Ephor of Attica,4 at intervals during the months of August and September, 1965, for a total of eight days, employing three workmen. The thick brush and late fill over and around the ruins were removed so as to expose what remained in situ, and the fallen blocks were rolled a short distance away so that they could be better seen and studied.
THE MEDIAEVAL TOWER
The ruins, an amorphous pile before being cleaned, proved to be those of a mediaeval tower built largely of ancient blocks ( Fig. 1 ; Pls. 31, 32). The tower is oriented almost exactly to the cardinal points of the compass, its long sides facing east and west, its ends north and south. It is 5.82 meters long and 4.48 meters wide and is in most places preserved to the height of the orthostate course, rising about a meter above ground level which is the same now as it was when the tower was built.
The north end is best preserved, and the large Ionic capital is built in near the middle of this face (P1. 32). It rests on one pair of its volutes, and the other pair faces upward. Its bottom is visible in the outer face of the tower. Its top, which is turned towards the inner face of the tower, was mostly hidden by the fill inside the tower.5 The capital is flanked on either side by large orthostates with pointed decoration on their face. The chinks left by the irregularities of the capital and the gaps in the inner face of the wall are filled with rubble and mortar construction. Below the capital and the orthostates is a euthynteria course consisting of four large blocks of various sizes but uniform height. Beneath this is a foundation of rubble and mortar. 4 Mr. Kallipolitis, the previous Ephor of Attica, and the Epimeletes Messrs. Petrakos and Davaras also took an active interest in the matter. John Travlos generously offered to make the drawings and has also provided one of the photographs. James R. McCredie has provided another photograph.
5 On one of the last working days the capital was tipped back so as to expose the better preserved volutes on which it was resting. It remains lying upside down pending final disposition.
The west side has at its north end a large orthostate block with pointed decoration on the face; it has been cracked by a settling of the foundation. There is a large, unfluted marble column drum (A) near the center of this side, half of whose diameter is incorporated in the wall while the other half projects into the space within the tower. A fragmnent of another simillar drum (B) i's built 'into the outer face of the wall at th'is point. A block of the string course above the orthostates is in place just south of the column drums and i's the highest preservred block i'n the tower. The south end has two large blocks with pointed decoration, one of them built in face downwards. There is a conglomerate block at the southeast corner.
The east side is badly preserved and hardly rises above the euthynteria except at the two ends. There are fragments of a marble column drum (D) built in near the south end and a whole drum (C) near the north end of this side. In the euthynteria course at the center of this side there is a round press bed for oil or wine. On it, if we may judge from traces of mortar that remain, stood another column drum, corresponding to the one at the center of the west side.
The foundations are of rubble and mortar and extend down to an undetermined depth. On each of the four sides of the tower we made a small trial cut to depths varying between one and two meters without reaching their bottom. The foundations are set down through absolutely sterile silt which begins just below the thin surface layer of humus. This indicates that the ground level has not changed since the tower was built; I would venture a guess that it has not changed appreciably within historical times.
The inside of the tower is divided into two rooms of equal size by a light rubble wall running east and west starting from the column drum already mentioned which projects inward. The floor of both rooms is made of tile fragments set on edge and bonded in mortar. The inner faces of the walls are covered with a coarse, very crumbly stucco of which three coats are preserved in some places. The four inner corners of the tower are reinforced by rectangular buttresses bonded into the body of the wall.
There is no door in the ground floor of the tower, and we may assume that the entrance was by way of the upper floor which was reached by a ladder as is the case, for example, in the mediaeval tower near Brauron.
Over the floor of the tower there lay to a depth of from 0.50 m. to 0.75 m. a fill consisting of rubble, broken tiles and fallen plaster, evidently debris from the time of the destruction of the tower. In this fill we found one Venetian coin of the late fourteenth century and a few Byzantine sherds of the same general period or earlier.
The earliest sherds were very late Roman combed ware of a type that usually occurs with early Byzantine glazed pottery. In a layer of silt over the floor of the southern room a few more sherds were discovered; the characteristic pieces were Byzantine sgraffito.
The tower thus probably dates from the 11th or 12th century and fell into ruin in the 15th century. The locality is still known as Kastro and is so referred to in the modern titles dating from about 1870 as Mr. Konstantinides informs me.
THE ANCIENT COLUMN MONUMENT
The ancient blocks used in the construction of the mediaeval tower can be grouped in several series. First and foremost is the Ionic capital, the column drums that evidently belong with it and a fragment of sculpture that probably crowned it. Then we have the orthostate blocks with pointed decoration on their faces 6 and a series of euthynteria or step blocks that perhaps go with them.7 In addition to these there are some miscellaneous pieces that should be mentioned, particularly an inscription 8 and the marble block re-used as a well head.9 Most of these require further study and detailed drawings, and we will confine ourselves here to the column monumernt.
The best way to form an impression of the capital is to study John Travlos' drawings of it reproduced in Figure 2 and the photographs on Plates 32 and 33. A few words of description will suffice to supplement the illustrations. The capital is of monumental proportions and is made of Pentelic marble. It is sadly damaged, most of its edges and corners being broken away and its surface, particularly where it has been exposed, being discolored and covered with lichens. Nevertheless most of the essential measurements and details can be recovered except for the exact profile of the plinth above the abacus. The echinus was not carved, and we may assume that it was decorated with a painted egg and dart. The eye of the volute was a rounded knob. A broad, There can be no doubt that these three elements, capital, drums, and sculpture, belong together and are parts of a single monument, a free-standing column about ten meters tall supporting a statue. This type of monument is common throughout classical antiquity, the column with the Naxian sphinx at Delphi being a familiar early example.11 The Athenian acropolis had many such monuments in the period before the Persian Wars; most were of moderate size but there was at least one gigantic Ionic column of which two fragments of the capital survive.'2 For the style of our capital the closest parallels seem to me to be the capitals from the temple of Athena at Sounion, a capital once kept in the Pinakotheke on the Acropolis, and the capitals which Amandry assigns to the Stoa of the Athenians at Delphi.3 These all date from the period just after the Persian Wars but before the niiddle of the fifth century, and it is to this qu1arter century that our capital may be assigned on stylistic grounds. The style of the sculptured fragment, so far as one can judge it, would suit this period. It has neither the stiff formal folds of the archaic period nor the deeply cut free folds of the high classical style.
Whether the other two series of blocks, the steps and the orthostates, go with the colunm monument is less certain. The T-clamps of the steps would allow them to be fifth century, but the pointed decoration of the orthostates is perhaps more suitable to the fourth."4 If they do not belong with the column monument in its original state they may be part of some later embellishment of it, in the form of a low massive stepped pedestal. Or they may be from a separate and later monument having nothing to do with the column.
All this material that we find re-used in the tower doubtless originated somewhere in the immediate vicinity and was not brought here from any great distance. The tower, to be sure, is built upon its own foundations of rubble and mortar, and we found no ancient foundation beneath it. The Mesosporitissa chapel, however, stands on a slight rise of ground, as Mlilchhoefer noted, and in front of it, in the direction of ., 1936, pp. 327-328, fig. 21 (text pp. 331-332) Several such monuments existed as we learn from Pausanias, Book I, Chapter 32. "The tomb of the Athenians is in the plain and on it stand stelai bearing the names, listed by tribes, of those who fell. There is another tomb for the Plataeans of Boeotia and for the slaves; for slaves fought then for the first time. There is also a separate monument for an individual, Miltiades, son of Kimon.... There is also a trophy of white marble. The Athenians say that they buried the Medes, and indeed it is a sacred duty to cover a human corpse with soil, but I was unable to find a tomb, nor was there any mound or other visible sign, but they brought them and threw them haphazard into a trench." "
The tomb of the Athenians is certainly the Soros, and the tomb of the Plataeans and slaves and the monument of Miltiades would seem from Pausanias' description to have been near by. Clarke and Leake each report seeing a small tumulus near the Soros which they thought might belong to the Plataeans and slaves.16 The Pyrgos some 600 meters north of the Soros has sometimes been taken for the monument of Miltiades, or at least as marking its position; it appears to have been a mediaeval tower built of ancient materials but there is very little left on the spot today.
After mentioning these three monuments which were probably grouped fairly 15 The bones of the Persians were perhaps discovered in modern times if we may judge from a report by Hauptmann Eschenburg on p. 10 of the work cited above, note 2. Captain Eschenburg spent seven months at Marathon in the winter of 1884-85 making a survey of the plain for the Karten von Attika. As an army man he became interested in the battle and subsequently wrote his own account of it. This is no longer much read as it is based on the erroneous assumption that the Soros was not the tomb of the Athenians, an idea that had a brief vogue after Schliemann's incomplete excavations in 1884 and uintil the Greek excavations of 1890. His circumstantial report of the discovery of huge masses of bones lying in disorder in the area of the Mesosporitissa chapel and over as far as the marsh is, however, worth noting: " bei der Anlage der hier liegenden Skouzee' 
